Norfolk County Council

28 July, 2008

The Pitt Review - Flooding

“This council welcomes the recommendations of the Pitt Review into the flooding of 2007, which devastated many communities across the country.

It agrees, in particular, with the concerns raised about the management of surface water flooding including the statement that ‘inaction on local flooding is exacerbated by unclear ownership and responsibilities’.  This council supports the recommendations dealing with this issue, and in particular:

• Recommendation 10 – The automatic right to connect surface water drainage of new developments to the sewerage system should be removed.

• Recommendation 15 – Local authorities should positively tackle local problems of flooding by working with all relevant parties, establishing ownership and legal responsibility.

• Recommendation 16 – Local authorities should collate and map the main flood risk management and drainage assets (over and underground), including a record of their ownership and condition.

• Recommendation 17 – All relevant organisations should have a duty to share information and cooperate with local authorities and the Environment Agency to facilitate the management of flood risk.

The Council agrees to write to the Government and local MPs calling for them to consider all the issues raised in the review and to push for urgent action on the four recommendations highlighted above.”

